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The recording of New Acoustica was supported, in part, by the
Alice M. Ditson Fund of Columbia University.

Alaxm Will Sound gratefully acknowledges our individual
donors and the following foundations for their support: Aaron
Copland Fund for Music, Amphion Foundation, BMI Foundation,
Cheswatyr Foundation, Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels
Foundation, Howard Gilman Foundation, and the Sinquefield
Charitable Foundation. Additional support provided by public
funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs
in partnership with the City Council; the New York State
Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the
Governor and the New York State Legislature; and the National
Endowment for the Arts.
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FOR MORE ABOUT EVERYTHING YOU HEAR ON THIS CD, VISIT
CANTALOUPEMUSIC.COM AND ALARMWILLSOUND.COM. TO GET SPECIALLY PRICED
ADVANCE COPIES OF ALL OF OUR NEW RELEASES, AS WELL AS CATALOG
DISCOUNTS AND OTHER PERKS, SIGN UP FOR THE CANTALOUPE CLUB AT
CANTALOUPEMUSIC.COM/FANS OR FOLLOW US ON
CANTALOUPEMUSIC, BANDCAMP. COM.
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When Acoustica was first released in 2085, it quickly became Alarm
Will Sound's genre-bending calling card. That original project of
realizing Aphex Twin's legendary electronic music for an acoustic
ensemble took painstaking transcription, unconventional
explorations of our instruments, and a vast array of percussion
Acoustico established a new model for bridging the worlds of
classical and electronic music.

Over the last 28+ years, we've continued to reimagine how
electronic music can inspire deep and rich music made for humans
to perform live. As electronic music has developed and changed, so
has our work with a new generation of collaborators. This has led
to the creation of some of our most artistically stimulating,
mind-opening, and limit-pushing music.

And with the enormous amount of change and growth that has
happened in electronic music since 2005, now felt like the right
moment to harness the work Alarm Will Sound has done with these
artists to create this follow-up album, an album not focused on a
single artist, but rather one about the breadth and diversity of
the field.

In four of its tracks (“Electzon Orbitals,” “The Intention,” “Back
Against the Wall,” and “Cabeza"), WNew Acoustica represents
something fundamentally different from Acoustica: an even newer
model of collaboration in which electronic-music artists create

original music expressly for and with Alarm Will Sound. Over years
of experimentation, we have developed ways of working that allow
artists who typically compose for DAWs and digital workflows to
write directly for a live acoustic ensemble—synthesizing two
approaches that have historically operated in parallel.

This collaborative process unfolds through an iterative
back-and-forth between artists and arrangers, with musicians in
the studie shaping the fimal sound. Together, we have invented
unorthodox practices that move beyond conventional classical-mu-
sic practices that rely primarily on notation. In addition to
traditional instruments, helium balloons, styrofoam, bubble wrap,
and countless unconventional techniques do not merely imitate
electronic sounds, but also realize the artistic visions of collab-
orators who may have never before written for acoustic forces

The result is music that could not exist any other way-neither
purely electronic nor conventionally acoustic, but something
genuinely innovative. New Acoustica is an imaginative, virtuesic,
and kaleidoscopic journey through contemporary music-making
across digital and acoustic platforms. We hope this album is a
testament te what becomes possible when the boundaries between
those platforms, and between composer and ensemble, dissolve into
a shared creative practice.

= Gavin Chuck
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